Focusing
Latin’s
Commitment
to Ethics

It’s 7:20 a.m. on a Wednesday in October. A few faculty members and
about a dozen students are gathered in the loggia at The Latin School.

This morning the group is discussing a panel of
experts for a special assembly later in the month.
They have already secured three speakers including
Dr. Kenneth Vaux, one of the founders of the Stead
Center for Ethics and Values and an ethics professor
at Northwestern University; Jeff Lyon, a Pulitzer Prize-
winning reporter for the Chicago Tribune and author
of Altered Fates: Gene Therapy and the Retooling of
Human Life; and Dr. Martin Stephens, Vice President
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for Animal Research Issues at the Humane Society of
the United States.

The students are debating whether to complete
the panel with a fourth guest and whether their peers
in the Middle and Upper School would be most
interested to hear from an expert on ethical dilemmas
related to end of life issues, a University of Chicago
professor who teaches both the scientific and the

humanistic side of medicine, or a speaker who can

delve into medical ethics.

Throughout the school year this group—the
student and faculty committee that coordinates LIFE,
or Latin’s Initiative For Ethics—will devote many more
early mornings and countless hours of free time to
thinking and talking about how to introduce students
to the complex issues related to bioethics.

Launched during the 2002-2003 school year, LIFE
is an ambitious four-year curricular and extra-curricular

program designed to provide a framework for the
ongoing study and debate of contemporary ethics
issues at Latin. The initiative sponsors guest speakers,
special events, workshops, and independent study
courses as well as opportunities for students to attend
conferences and meetings outside the School. It also
works with faculty to integrate these special activities
into the curriculum and expand existing discussions
about ethics that are already occurring in classes
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events and speakers by integrating the program into
the fabric of academic life.”

Over several months, with the support of
Headmaster Frank Hogan, Vice President of Academic
Affairs John Love, and an anonymous donor, these
discussions evolved into LIFE.

A Commitment by Many

From the beginning LIFE was
designed to be primarily a
student-run initiative.

Intrigued by the subject,
members of the Student
Academic Board, a group that
considers new academic initiatives
at Latin, were quick to volunteer
when Dorer Fitzpatrick
approached them about helping
to establish the program. At the
same time, a group of teachers
and administrators stepped
forward to advise and support the
student efforts.

Philip Arnolds ’03, one of the
founding members of LIFE, says
his involvement stemmed from a
desire to contribute to an initiative
that was relevant to the entire
Latin community.

Just how relevant became
even clearer as the situation in
Iraq declined and world events
became part of the discussion.

“The focus on ethics in
journalism was incredibly timely,
and the guest speakers whom
LIFE hosted broadened our
understanding of current events
and the way those events were
being portrayed in the media,”
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Philip said. “LIFE was at once facilitating a discussion
of ethics in the abstract sense, and at the same time
directly relating that discussion back to the
community and the everyday.”

In the fall of 2002, LIFE kicked off with a panel
discussion that introduced students to the ethical
issues journalists struggle with every day. For this
event, the School invited Latin parent Jeff Lyon from

the Tribune; Latin parent Cathy Singer, a producer for

NBC'’s “Dateline;” Chicago Sun-Times legal affairs
reporter Abdon Pallasch; Carlos Hernandez Gomez,
political reporter for WBEZ, Chicago Public Radio; Eric
Ferkenhoff, formerly the Chicago Police Department
reporter for the Chicago Tribune; Terri Pyer, Latin's
director of communications and former editorial writer
for The Daily Item in central Pennsylvania; and Evelyne
Girardet, assistant director of communications and a
former Associated Press reporter.

Later in the school year, Steve Kinzer, Middle East
cultural affairs reporter for the New York Times, and
Professor John Woods, Director of Middle Eastern
Studies at the University of Chicago, talked to a
smaller group of Upper School students about media
coverage of the Middle East.

of the Chicago Tribune, Washington Post, and
National Public Radio. They also participated in a
Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in
America conference.

To student members of the LIFE committee,
growing the program and shaping the discussion was
an invaluable experience.

“Not only was the discourse on ethics in media
particularly pertinent to issues the student body
faced, but being on the committee provided the
opportunity of affecting how the symposium would be
presented to students,” said Sharon Madanes ’'04. “It
made students realize that what they say actually can
have a bearing on how things are run.”

“LIFE was at once facilitating a discussion of ethics in the

abstract sense, and at the same time directly relating that

discussion back to the community and the everyday.”

LIFE’s Keynote event in April was a lecture on
“Terrorism, the Press, and Globalization,” by
Newsweek International Editor and political analyst for
ABC-TV’s “This Week,” Fareed Zakaria. Zakaria, whom
Esquire Magazine has described as one of the 21
most important people of the 21st Century, gave
Middle and Upper School students a fresh way of
thinking about their place in the world. He also
fielded numerous questions from students about the
Middle Eastern press, post-war reconstruction
strategies, capitalism, media bias in war reporting and
Middle East reporting in general, and the journalist’s
role in telling the story of war.

Meanwhile, a number of seniors pursued
independent study projects related to the media and
ethics throughout the year. As part of their research
students had the opportunity to visit the newsrooms

A Community-Wide
Opportunity

While the special events and guest speakers
offered unprecedented learning opportunities
during the 2002-2003 school year, members of the
LIFE committee contend that opportunities for
discussion within the group and with faculty were just
as meaningful.

“In addition to promoting a stimulating dialogue,
| think a program like LIFE actually helps to strengthen
the community,” Philip said. “Because the discussion
involves both the faculty and the student body, the
flow of ideas and analysis back and forth fosters a
great academic atmosphere.”

According to Dorer Fitzpatrick, the program
also has shown how the Latin community can come
together to enhance an initiative. In addition to
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teachers and students, LIFE relied on the expertise
and experience of parents and alumni for the
program’s success. They helped to organize events,
presented as speakers, met with small groups of
students, and hosted students at their work places.

Year Two

As LIFE embarks on its second year, an even
larger number of students and faculty want to
participate in the planning process, presenting Dorer
Fitzpatrick with the pleasantly surprising challenge of
finding meaningful roles for every volunteer.

For Sharon Madanes there was no question that
she wanted to continue her work with LIFE.

“The entire student body appreciated the
importance of the guest speakers and the issues that
were brought up last year,” she says. “It was an
engaging experience for most students, and the
large number of students who want to be involved
this year is a testament to its appeal.”

This year, the program will look at stem cell
research, animal care and use, human cloning, the
human genome project, environmental and
conservation issues, and topics related to abortion,
infanticide, and euthanasia.

“Many of the issues we will address have the
potential of becoming very personal,” said Dorer
Fitzpatrick. “Students are already making decisions
about using animals for their research or have elderly
grandparents who may be dealing with end of life
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issues. For them it is an opportunity to see how
experts in the field are grappling with these issues.”

Meanwhile, many of the students who
participated in LIFE during its inaugural year have
taken its lessons with them. A senior who started
working with LIFE last year is applying to colleges
with ethics programs, at least two former committee
members who have graduated are reading materials
written by last year’s guest speakers, and at least two
others are pursuing ethics-related studies in college.

“It's remarkable to see the determination of the
first group of students to be so actively engaged in a
field they only became aware of last year,” said
Dorer Fitzpatrick.

To read more about Latin’s ongoing ethics program,
visit our website at http://www.latinschool.org/

academics/special_initiatives/life/

by Evelyne Girardet

“In addition to promoting a stimulating
dialogue, | think a program like LIFE actually
helps to strengthen the community,”

Fareed Zakaria is inaugural LIFE keynote speaker

“I am delighted to speak
to you, particularly because of
the LIFE project that allows us
to focus on how to re-engage the
American elite with their
responsibility, not merely their
self-interest,” Fareed Zakaria told
students at The Latin School of
Chicago in a special assembly
sponsored by the Latin Initiative
For Ethics on April 29, 2003.

Zakaria, editor of Newsweek
International and political analyst
for ABC-TV’s “This Week,” gave

Middle and Upper School students

a fresh way of thinking about
their place in the world in an
afternoon assembly in the Wrigley
Theatre on “Terrorisim in an Age
of Globalization.”

“We Americans have been
very ambitious in our goals for war
in Iraq; we must also be ambitious
in our goals for peace,” he said.
Our ambitions for peace in Iraq
would be best served by involving
the rest of the world in the project.
Doing so would buy us time to
create the necessary institutions in
Irag to support a democracy, to
change the political culture in Iraq,
and to ensure that all factions of
Iragi society have a voice in the
future of their country. “In Iraq, the
American ‘winner take all’ political
process is a bad idea,” he said.

“Democracies” come in many
flavors, Zakaria intimated, and
the American version does not
necessarily export well to the
non-western world. He cited failed
examples in central Asia, Africa,
and Latin America, in which

corrupt governments tended
to “elect” dictatorships. For

democracies to be more than a
hollow notion, they must be
supported by institutions that
protect individual liberties, and
they must be characterized by
the rule of law and separation
of powers.

In some ways, America is not
terribly demaocratic, he said. Our
Bill of Rights, for instance, provides
non-negotiable rights, irrespective
of the will of the people. Our
Supreme Court comprises nine
people who, though they go
through a confirmation process,
are not elected and serve a life
tenure. But a democracy without
these and other liberalizing forces
that are immune from political
pressures tends to fail.

“The most striking feature of
American democracy,” Zakaria said,
“is not the power of the majority
but the power of the minority.”
America’s success, in part, is due
to the citizenry’s commitment to
the ideal of democracy.

Zakaria, author of The Future
of Freedom: llliberal Democracy
at Home and Abroad (April 2003)
then fielded questions from
students. He quoted former
Washington Post publisher Philip
Graham about how journalists
are writing the first rough draft of
history. “The journalist is not
neutral between the robber and
the robbed, between the murderer
and murdered. But it is their calling
to tell the truth.”

by Terri Pyer )
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